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The 14th Barcelona Independent Film Festival starts on 16 November

65 films from 26 countries to compete at l’Alternativa

Barcelona, 25 October 2007
Barcelona’s annual autumn showcase of independent filmmaking kicks off on 16 November. In addition to the official competition sections comprising 65 films from 26 counties, the Festival will also delight and surprise its loyal followers with an appetising selection of parallel sections.

L’ Alternativa has four official competition sections: short films, feature films, animation and documentaries. This year there are cash prizes of up to €11,000. In addition, the public will vote for the Audience Award. 

The 65 films competing this year include several Spanish entries: the short film La parabólica, by Xavi Sala; the animated shorts Calila y Dimna by Luciano Berriatua and Cirugía by Alberto González; and the documentaries La aldea perdida by Manuel Jiménez Núñez and Pic-nic by Eloy Enciso. 

The feature-film section includes a number of international films that have already been acclaimed at other festivals, such as Familia tortuga by the Mexican filmmaker Rubén Imaz Castro, which won the Best Latin American Film Award at the Santiago de Chile International Film Festival (SANFIC) and also picked up awards at the last Toulouse Film Festival; La León by the Argentine director Santiago Otheguy, which received a Special Mention for its coverage of gay subject matter at the Berlinale; Tejut by the Hungarian Benedek Fliegauf, winner of the Directors of the Present Award at the Locarno International Film Festival; and ¿Dónde están sus historias? by the Mexican Nicolás Pereda, which was awarded the Best Film Award at the 5th Morelia Film Festival. 

This year’s parallel sections will showcase the work of up-and-coming young German filmmakers and films made by students at more than 75 film schools across the world, and will explore the social and cultural world of Bolivia through the expert eyes of the Fundación Grupo Ukamau.

Synergies of History: Committed Filmmaking by the Grupo Ukamau

This year the classic SYNERGIES OF HISTORY section will screen the work of the Ukamau Group. Over its forty years of history, this group of Bolivian filmmakers has made a series of films including Ukamau (1996), winner of the Up-and-Coming Young Directors Award at Cannes, which tells the story of the travails of the Bolivian indigenous population; and Yamar Mallku (Jorge Sanjinés, 1969), which was selected by UNESCO in 1992 as one of the top 100 films from the 10 million films made worldwide to date.

Other films in this section include La nación clandestina (Jorge Sanjinés, 1988-89), which triumphed at the San Sebastián International Film Festival and won the Golden Shell in 1989; and El coraje del pueblo (Jorge Sanjinés, 1971), which won an award at the 1972 Berlinale. 

No Shortage: the Dark Side of Life in Germany

L’ Alternativa once again shines the spotlight on innovation and new trends through a selection of the latest in German filmmaking as recommended by experts at the Goethe-Institute, including the prize-winners at this year’s Dresden FilmFest, of the leading short-film festivals.

The NO SHORTAGE section covers subjects as different as love, the borders between documentary and fiction, and the dark side of life in Germany. The films include And I Knew by Huang Kai Kevin, which tells the story of two childhood friends who meet again after 15 years; Erotography by Etienne Desrosiers, which chronicles the search for an erotic ghost in a porn universe; and the animated film Our Man in Nirvana by Jan Koester, which tells the story of a rock singer who is electrocuted by his microphone during a live act and takes a strange psychedelic trip to Nirvana.

The Voice of Film Students: Film Schools of the World 

The FILM SCHOOLS OF THE WORLD section presents 75 films made by the best students at 23 film schools worldwide. It offers an excellent opportunity to see the latest visions in modern filmmaking from institutions such as La Fémis, the UK National Film and Television School, Chapman University and the Academy of Media Arts in Cologne. This edition will stress the major role played by Latin American Film Schools, including the Centro de Capacitación Cinematográfica in Mexico, which has its own section. There will also be a talk for film-school students by Félix Piñuela, director of the programme Versión Española.

Versión Española 2006 Prize-winners

L’ Alternativa will be screening the prize-winners of the 2006 Versión Española / SGAE Ibero American Short Film Contest, including Madres by Mario Iglesias, a short film set on the Galician coast that tells of a loss and a resurrection; Invulnerable by Álvaro Pastor, which tells the tragic story of Elías, a teacher who discovers he is HIV positive just as he is starting a new relationship; and La última Polaroid by Mar Coll, in which two 14-year-old soul mates spend their last night together and learn how to say goodbye.

Documentary/Reportage: a Different Vision of International Realities 

New this year is the DOCUMENTARY/REPORTAGE section dedicated to a genre that proved popular in past editions of the Festival. The films to be screened include Cronache Basche by Matteo Scann; Invisible by Roz Mortimer, which shows how today’s chemical products can harm us even before we are born; and Los próximos pasados by Lorena Muñoz, which tells the story of the mural Ejercicio Plástico by the Argentine artist David Alfaro Siqueiros. 

Other parallel sections and activities include a masterclass by British animator Paul Bush; the Peter Brook cycle, including Peter Brook in person – one of the Festival highlights; the Young Mexican Cinema cycle; a screening of Dziga Vertov’s silent classic Man with a Movie Camera, accompanied by an original score performed live; the ever-popular Hall Screen; and the Independent Film Network, which offers a place for industry professional to get together 

Training and educational activities include the Introduction to Subtitling and Audio-description Masterclass and the Internet Roundtable, which will examine the use of new technologies online.

The Festival venues this year include the Barcelona Centre of Contemporary Culture (CCCB), Maldà Cinema, FNAC-Triangle, the French Institute and the Casa América.
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